College Athletics Recruiting 101

By Tom Kovic

The college experience is, in many cases, the most important four years in our childrend lives, as it will shape their
future personal and professional direction. That being said, securing admission to a college or university that best
match studentsOdesires, strengths, and aspirations is essential. Today more than ever, high school athletes are
strategically marketing themselves to college coaches not just for scholarships, but in hopes of gaining entry into their
top college choices in a highly competitive arena. And it working. By realizing the potential leverage families of
prospective student-athletes have in the college admissions process, especially as it pertains to non-scholarship
schools and for student-athletes who may not qualify for athletics aid, should develop increased confidence and hope
as families begin the college quest. Then, knowing how to close on this opportunity is, without question, essential.

Student-athletes bring a unique quality to the table when it comes to college admissions. They offer a special talent
that can improve the institutionGs visibility and raise the level of popularity among future attendees. College officials
understand this and in many cases, offer strong support to student-athletes both in admissions and financial aid.

The college recruiting process can be a daunting effort if it is not well planned and executed with organization and
enthusiasm from start to finish. As a coach of a Division | team for 19 years, | would say that roughly 75% of my
athletes gained entry to the university because, in part, they were viewed as Fspecial interest.0 IGve learned, first
hand, what works and what does not. What follows are insights on how to maximize the student athlete& best chances
in gaining admission to their top college choice.
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